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So I am optimistic about the future. I think
the Copelands’ daughter will have a good
time being a doctor, just like her father did.
I think we will make meaningful progress in
this session. The bipartisan votes are out
there. Nothing can stop it unless the votes
aren’t scheduled or we decide not to talk.
We’ve got to schedule the votes, and all of
you know I’m always willing to talk. [Laugh-
ter]

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. Lanny R. Copeland, president,
American Academy of Family Physicians, his wife,
Mica, and their daughter, Mary Anne.

Statement on the Earthquake
in Greece
September 8, 1999

On behalf of all Americans, Hillary and I
extend our profound sympathy to the loved
ones of those who have lost their lives and
to those injured in yesterday’s earthquake in
Greece. Last month, people around the
world were moved by Greece’s generous as-
sistance to Turkey in the wake of the dev-
astating earthquake that struck near Istanbul.
Now we have seen the same spirit of co-
operation in President Demirel’s pledge of
support for the Greek people in their hour
of need. We, too, are prepared to help the
Greek Government respond to the disaster.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Dominican Republic-United
States Stolen Vehicle Treaty With
Documentation
September 8, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Dominican Republic
for the Return of Stolen or Embezzled Vehi-
cles, with Annexes, signed at Santo Domingo
on April 30, 1996. I transmit also, for the
information of the Senate, the report of the

Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of stolen vehi-
cles treaties being negotiated by the United
States in order to eliminate the difficulties
faced by owners of vehicles that have been
stolen and transported across international
borders. When it enters into force, it will be
an effective tool to facilitate the return of
U.S. vehicles that have been stolen or embez-
zled and taken to the Dominican Republic.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty,
with Annexes, and give its advice and consent
to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 8, 1999.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the International Convention for the
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings
September 8, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the International Convention
for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings,
adopted by the United Nations General As-
sembly on December 15, 1997, and signed
on behalf of the United States of America
on January 12, 1998. The report of the De-
partment of State with respect to the Con-
vention is also transmitted for the informa-
tion of the Senate.

In recent years, we have witnessed an un-
precedented and intolerable increase in acts
of terrorism involving bombings in public
places in various parts of the world. The
United States initiated the negotiations of
this convention in the aftermath of the June
1996 bombing attack on U.S. military per-
sonnel in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, in which
17 U.S. Air Force personnel were killed as
the result of a truck bombing. That attack
followed other terrorist attacks including poi-
son gas attacks in Tokyo’s subways; bombing
attacks by HAMAS in Tel Aviv and Jeru-
salem; and a bombing attack by the IRA in
Manchester, England. Last year’s terrorist at-
tacks upon United States embassies in
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Nairobi and Dar es Salaam are recent exam-
ples of such bombings, and no country or
region is exempt from the human tragedy
and immense costs that result from such
criminal acts. Although the penal codes of
most states contain provisions proscribing
these kinds of attacks, this Convention pro-
vides, for the first time, an international
framework for cooperation among states di-
rected toward prevention of such incidents
and ensuing punishment of offenders, wher-
ever found.

In essence, the Convention imposes bind-
ing legal obligations upon States Parties ei-
ther to submit for prosecution or to extradite
any person within their jurisdiction who com-
mits an offense as defined in Article 2, at-
tempts to commit such an act, participates
as an accomplice, organizes or directs others
to commit such an offense, or in any other
way contributes to the commission of an of-
fense by a group of persons acting with a
common purpose. A State Party is subject
to these obligations without regard to the
place where the alleged act covered by Arti-
cle 2 took place.

Article 2 of the Convention declares that
any person commits an offense within the
meaning of the Convention if that person un-
lawfully and intentionally delivers, places,
discharges or detonates an explosive or other
lethal device in, into or against a place of
public use, a state or government facility, a
public transportation system, or an infra-
structure facility, with the intent (a) to cause
death or serious bodily injury or (b) cause
extensive destruction of such a place, facility
or system, where such destruction results in
or is likely to result in major economic loss.
States Parties to the Convention will also be
obligated to provide one another legal assist-
ance in investigations or criminal or extra-
dition proceedings brought in respect of the
offenses set forth in Article 2.

The recommended legislation necessary to
implement the Convention will be submitted
to the Congress separately.

This Convention is a vitally important new
element in the campaign against the scourge
of international terrorism. I hope that all
states will become Parties to this Convention,
and that it will be applied universally. I rec-
ommend, therefore, that the Senate give

early and favorable consideration to this Con-
vention, subject to the understandings and
reservation that are described in the accom-
panying State Department report.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 8, 1999.

Remarks on Anticrime Legislative
Priorities
September 9, 1999

Thank you very much, Mayor Webb, for
your words and your work and your friend-
ship. Thank you, Commissioner Timoney, for
the example that you and so many others in
law enforcement set. I want to thank all the
mayors here today. There’s really quite an
amazing array of our Nation’s chief execu-
tives of our cities, and Republicans and
Democrats alike. Thank you all for coming.

I thank the county officials who are here,
the police chiefs and others in law enforce-
ment who are here, and those of you who
are here supporting them from the National
Council of Churches and other groups.

I want to thank Attorney General Reno
and Secretary Summers and Secretary
Cuomo, Deputy Attorney General Holder,
Treasury Under Secretary for Enforcement
Jim Johnson. They are some of the team and
the heart of the team that we have had work-
ing at this crime issue now for 61⁄2 years. And
any success that our administration has en-
joyed, I think belongs in large measure to
them as well as to the remarkable partnership
that we have enjoyed with all of you, and
I thank them for that.

There have already been a couple of ref-
erences made to the fact that many of you
were with me here in the White House way
back in January of 1994 when I asked you
to walk a beat in the Halls of Congress to
put more police on the street, to ban assault
weapons, to keep guns out of the hands of
those who shouldn’t have them, to fund local
prevention programs, to help keep our kids
out of trouble in the first place even as we
have tougher punishment for serious, violent
crimes.

At the time, I think most people in this
country assumed that the crime rate would
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